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tionised the whole logic of that comparison. Paley and
Lardner, he said, what was it that they sought ? Their
ohject was avowedly to benefit by any argument, evidence,
or presumption whatsoever, no matter whence drawn, so long
as it was true or probable, and fitted to sustain the credibility
of any element in the Christian^ creed. Well, was not that
object common to them and to Grotius ? Not at all. Too

often had he (the boy G------) secretly noticed the abstinence

of Grotius (apparently unaccountable) from certain obvious
advantages of argument, not to suspect that, in narrowing
his own field of disputation, he had a deliberate purpose, and
was moving upon the line of some very different policy.
Clear it was to him that Grotius, for some reason, declined
to receive evidence except from one special and limited class
of witnesses. Upon this, some of us laughed at such a self-
limitation as a wild bravado, recalhng that rope-dancing feat
of some verse-writers who, through each several stanza in its
turn, had gloried in dispensing with some one separate con-
sonant, some vowel, or some diphthong, and thus achieving a
triumph such as crowns with laurel that pedestrian athlete
who wins a race by hopping on one leg, or wins it under the
inhuman condition of confining both legs within a sack.

" No, no" impatiently interrupted G------.   " All such fantastic

conflicts with self-created difficulties terminate in pure
ostentation, and profit nobody. But the self-imposed limita-
tions of Grotius had a special purpose, and realised a value
not otherwise attainable." If Grotius accepts no arguments
or presumptions except from Mussulmans, from Infidels, or
from those who rank as Neutrals, then has he adapted his
book to a separate and peculiar audience. The Neutral man
will hearken to authorities notoriously Neutral ; Mussulmans
will show deference to the statements of Mussulmans; the
Sceptic will bow to the reasonings of Scepticism. All these
persons, that would have been repelled on the very threshold
from such testimonies as begin in a spirit of hostility to
themselves, will listen thoughtfully to suggestions offered
in a spirit of conciliation; much more so if offered by
people occupying the same ground at starting as them-
selves.

At the cost of some disproportion, I have ventured to